Fire deaths and drinking: data from the Ontario fire reporting system.
Data on recorded alcohol impairment of 264 victims of fatal fires in Ontario in 1976 are analyzed. Male victims were twice as likely to be impaired as females, and impairment was more common among those under 50 years of age. Alcohol impairment was most often noted in victims of fires at night and on weekends. Overall, 31% of adult victims were reported as alcohol impaired. The Ontario data suggests alcohol involvement in victims was not associated with smoking as a cause of the fire.